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X HE rapid sale which this liftle Work already 
experienced, has stimulated us to render the present 
Edition still more acceptable to the Public. — ^^Ve 
have therefore, in addition to our own knowledge, 
(acquired by many years' residence in Jamaica) 
had recourse to the best authorities on the subje£): $ 
and have made several emendations, additions, &c, 
so that the purchasers of this edition may rely on 
being in possession of a correct narrative of facts* 

We cannot omit -this opportunity of paying our 
tribute pf applause to the fertile genius of Mr* 
Fawcett, whose justly celebrated pantomimical' 
Drama, founded on the History of our Hero, and 
performed at the Theatre Royal, Haymarketj can 
only be equalled, in our opi|iion, by that popular 
Prama, entitled, Perouse, or^ The DesolAtic 
Island*, also invented by him, and performed^ 
with unboimded applause, at Qwent Garden, 

To the accurate Description of OBI, or, 
THREE- FINGER'D JACK, subjoined to this 
History, we have now added all the SongSy Duets^ 
Qjorusesy j(c. in that beautiful Drama. 



• The Life, &c. of LA PEROUSE, that celebrated and 
unfortunate French Navigator, (on^ which this Drama i# 
founded) together with an accurate Description of the piece^ 
including all the Songs, &c. &c. has been lately publisb^^ 
pric^ IS, aad sold by all Booksellers. 
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THE 

LIFE AND EXPLOITS 

OF 

THREE'FINGER'D JACK, 



X H IS daring marauder, whofe teal name was 
MANSONG, and who, for a confiderable time, 
kept all Jamaica in awe, was of a bpld and mar- 
tial appearance ; he was. above the common ftature, 
and bis limbs well fhapen and athletic ^ his face 
was rather long ; his eyes keen and penetrating ; 
his nofe was not like the generality of bbcks, fquat 
and flat, but rather. aquiline 5 and his flcin remark- 
ably clear. His countenance was very expreffive ; 
and even a look of reproach from him would fre- 
quently make the overfeers of tlie plantation 
tremble, as they fmote him for negled of duty ; 
while the fteadinefs of his manners, aiid firm intre- 
pidity of his mind, cominanded the reverence of 
thofe who, like him, wielded the fervile fpadc. 

Onmvauhee^ the fether of our hero, dwelt at 

Simbingy in the interior of Africa^ adjoining the 

country of the Mom. S'tmhing is fcarcely a day*s 

fi . journey 



X 6 J 



journey from JarrOy a large Moorifli town, fitu- 
ated at the bottom of fome rocky hills. He was 
in the decline of years ; and his cattle were fre- *i 

quently. ftolen by' the Moorifh robbers, who came - a 

in large parties, and plundered the peaceful inha- 
bitants. 

Manjong was now ^rown to manhood, and took 
upon himfelf the proteftion of his father^s property. 
One day, a large party of the Moors came down, 
and drove bcfoi^e them the fineft froni amongft the 
herds. The people ftood affrighted at the doors 
of their huts \ but Manfong lifted high his javelin,, 
and ftruck to the heart the leader of the robfcers, i 

who fyU dead upon the plain. Th^ Moors were ^ 

determined to refent this outrage, as they termed j 

it, and fent back the javelin ; the aim was good 5 . 
and Manfong fell to the ground, bathed inhisblood-. 
The inhabitants fet pp a loud fcream, and the > j 

Moors drove off whh their booty. Manfong was 
borne to his father's hut Upon the {houlders of his 1 

countrymen. When th<fy had laid him upon a mat, - " 

all the fpefliators joined in lamenting his fatq, by 
fcreaming ind howling in the moft piteous mannqr. , : 

Onowauhee tore his hair, in the bittemefs of grief; 
and cafting himfelf on the body of his fon, he ex- ' ^ 
pired in fight of the bewildered fpe<£btors ! 1 

Manfong was not, however, deprived of life.-*** 
The javelin had pierced his breaft, and a great cf- - 

/iifion 



\ 



yr' 



/ [ 7 ] 

fufion of blood Succeeded. This occafioned a faint- 
ihg-fit, from which he (hortly recovered. The 
aftoniflied people made frantic geftures, in token 
of their joy j and being of the Mahometan perfua- 
fion, exclaimed, " La Utah el dlab Mahaniei rajoid 
allahi." — " Inhere is but one God> and Mahomet 
is his prophet." ' 

They adminiftered forafe refrefhrnent toManfonry _ 
carefully concealing from him the death of his fa- 
ther ; he foon fell into a refrcfliing fleep, and they 
withdrew. The body of Onoivauhee was now 
borne away, and depofited in a place of worlhip, 
dedicated to Mahomet> where it was watched for 
tiiree days by thofe unenlightened people, thinking 
their good prophet would reftore htm to life again j 
but in this they were Jifappointed j and on the 
fourth day he was buried. 

Manfing was now perfefily recovered, and de- 
termined to revenge the death of his father, whom 
he for a long time bewailed in the bitternefs of 
filial grie£ He colle£led h s countrymen, and 
exhorted them to rufh upon the Moorsy and repair 
the lories they daily fuftained y but the people of 
Simbing loved pcac^, ^d could not then be pre- 
vailed upon, ^ „ 

The fiery foul of Alanfmg was not deffee^J by 
a cool refiifal. Another opportunity fooi^^«fent- 
ed itfelf i he ^again pi<9mred to them thUMrroTs 



■ [ 8 ] 

and calamities they were daily expofed to, and 
5igain exhorted them to revenge. The youths 
jyow complied ; and Mahfong led them to join the 
- King of Kaaria^ who was juft then waging war 
with the perfidious King olBamharr^x, This King 
beheld with a jealous eye the growing profperity of 
.the King of Kaarta^ and availed himfelf of the 
following trifling opportunity to declare boftilities 
againft that country : ^ " 

The Mooriih robbers, who 2& frequently made 
incurfions into Bamharra as Kaaria^ had ftolen 
from 'the- former an immenfe drove of their fineft 
■ prattle, which they fold to a Dooty, or chief man 
of a town, in Kaarta, The people of Barnbarra 
gaining a knowledge of their cattle, claimed them 
of the Dooty, who refufed to reftore them ;' upon 
v/hich, they complained to their King. Glad of 
the opportunity, he fent a meffenger, efcorted by 
a party of horfemen, to Daify^ King of Kaarta, 
to inform him that the King of Barnbarra^ with 
ninethoufand men, would vifit Kemmooy the chief 
town, in the dry feafon ; and to defire that Daijy 
would direft his flaves to fweep the houfes, and 
have every thing ready for their accommodation. 
The meffenger concluded this infulting notification, 
by prefenting the King with a pair of iron fandals, 
at the fame time adding, that '' until fuch time as 
Dji/y had worn out tbofe fandals in his flight, he 

fliould 
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ffiouJcT never be- fecure frohi the arrows oi Banr^ 
iarraJ' ^ . \ 

Daify^ after having confulted with his chief mert 
About the beft means of repelling fo formidable an^ 
•nemy.) returned an anfwer of deiiance \ aiKLcaufed 
to be written, iil Arabic,, upon a piece of thin^ ' 
board, a proclamation, which, was fufpended to a 
tree in the public fquare ; and a number of aged 
men were fent to different place* to explain it to 
the common 'people. It called upon all the friendS' 
of J0^//5' to join him immediately i but to fuch as^ 
had no arms,, or were afraid to enter into. the war,, 
permifEon was given to retire into any of the 
neighbouring kingdoms; and. it wa$ added, that 
provided they obferved a ftri£l neutrality, they 
Ihould always be wekome- to return tolheir former 
habitations 5 if, however, they took any aftive part 
againft Kaartayithey had then "^ broken ^he key of 
their hut, and could ne^ei again^ enter the door.'*' 
Such was the exprejffion.. Thts proclamation was 
generally applauded j but many of the Kaartans^ 
and, amongft others, the powerful tribes of y cover- 
and Kakaro^ availing themfelves of the indulgent. 
elaufe,. retired from Dcnfy\ dominions, and toolc 
i^fi*ge in Ludamar ^tnd Rajfon. 

By means'of thefe defertions, Daif/s army wa»; 

i^t fo numerous as might have been expe<3ed ; anA 

whe)a encamped at Kemmooy thi^ whole liumber o£ 

B 3. . effective; 
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cfFe<Stive men did not exceed four thoufand ; but 
they were men of fpirit and enterprize, and could 
be depended on. 

Mansong, with his fmall troop from &imbingy a 

had joined them ; and their appearance was joyful 
tp the heart of Daify. Minjhng 'had tutored his 
adventurous heroes in the art of war j had taught 
them evolutions which the King of Kaarta was 
unacquainted with 5 and he embraced, with all the 
/crvor of his heart, fo powerful an ally. He alfo 
undertook to difcipline the men of Kaalta, and 
was unanimoufly chofen commander in chief. 

jD»//y now defied the malice of the powerful 
King of Barnhaira^ placing confidence in the valour \ 

*)f thofe few troops that were fcarcely one-fourth 
the number of his foes, who now appeared before 
the town>of Kmrnioo. Manfong led his men to the I 

-field, • The Kaartans became faint, at heart whea 
they beheld the numbers that were oppofed to them j . 
but tlieir leader encouraged them by example ; and 
the flaughter commenced !— The Bamharrans were * , 

mown down like blades of grafs ; but their num- 
bers were great \ and as often as a chafm was ef- 
fected, it was filled by frefh troops. They vifibly 1 
gained ground j and at length the men of Kaarta j^ 
ileJ, with great flaughter. 

Manfong uovf^ with a corps ofrcferve, ruflied 
upon the foe, and bore down all before his con- 1 

quering 



quering arm. This encouraged the troops of 
Kaarta^ who again appeared in the ficld^ aiding 
thofe of Simbing^ headed by the vi(Sorious Manjong,, 
who fought like a tyger. His valour infpired his 
own men with courage ; . ftruck terror to the hearts 
of his foe J and he came off vidlorious ! 

When he returned from the fight, Daify^ with 
tears of gratitude, embraced him, and hailed him 
as a fon. The Bamharrans retreated from Xemmoo^ 
but in three days again appeared before the walls 
with redoubled force* Manfong knew it would be 
madnefsto refift them now, and therefore retreated 
to Joko^ a town to the north-weft of Kemmoo^ whi- 
ther he was followed by the King of Bambarra\ 
he then, with his fmall troop, took refuge in a 
ftrong town called Gedingoomay fituated in a hilly 
country, and furrounded with high ftone-walls. 

When Daifyy by command of Manfong^ departed 
from Jokoy his fons refufed to accompany hirti ^ al- 
ledging> , that " the finging-men would publifh 
* their difgrace, as foon as it fliould be known that 
he and his family had fled from Joko without firing^ 
a gun.'* They were therefore left behind, with 
a number of borfemen, to defend Joko j but, after 
many fkirmiihes, they were totally defeated, and 
one of Datfy^s fons taken prifoner. The remain- 
der fled td Gedingoonuiy which Manfortg had fortii- 
fied and ftored with provifions, and where he de^ 

t^rmined 



termined to make his final ftand.— — The King 
of Bambarra finding that Daify wiflied to avoid a 
pitched battle, placed a ftrong force at Joko^ to 
watch his motions ; and feparating the remainder 
of his army into fmall detachments, ordered them 
to over-run the country, and feizc the inhabitants 
feefore they had time to efcape. Thefe orders were 
executed with fuch promptitude, that in a few 

' days they were fcattered over the whole kingdom. 
t>( Kaarta, ' 

Thefe proceedings were according to the wifli: ' 
tA Manjong^ who had prepared troops in private fof- 
thcir reception, and fcnt others to the. kingdom of^ i 

5/?//ii^7rr^y which, in a fbort time^ became a fcene. . i 

'' of defolation ; for the King having left it in art , 

unguarded ftate, and difperfed his troops in fmall 
detachments ' to harrafe the- Kaartans^ they were 
almoft all cutofFj while in Bambarra moil of the: 
poor inhabitants of the dififerent towns and villages 
being furprifed in the night, became an eafy prey, 
and their corn and every thing elfe which could be ' j 

of ufe to the King, was burnt and deftroyed. 

During thefe trania£tions, the politic Matff^ng:^ 
was employed in fortifying Gedingooma. Thi» 1 

town is built in a harrow pafs between two higl^ ^ 

mountains, having two gates, one towards Kaarta. 1 

and the other towards Jaffiwo. The gate towards ' 

Kaarta w^ defended by Manjong in perfon, and 

that 
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that towards Jaffhoo was committed to the charge 
of Daify and his foils. When the army of Ba?n^ 
harra approached the town, they made fome at- 
tempts to ftorm it, but were always driven back 
with great lofs j and finding Manfong more formi- 
dable than they expefted, they refolved to cut off 
his fupplies, and ftarve him into fubmiffion. For 
this purpofe, therefore, their King, having fent a 
large party to Bamharra with the prifoners they 
had taken, and to affift his country, which was 
falling a f^crifice t6 his enemy, and having col- 
le<fted a confiderable quantity of provifions, ^ re- 
mained with his army two months in the vicinity 
of Gedtngoorm^ without doing any thing decifive. 
During this time, he was much harried by fallies 
from the befieged ; and his ftock of provifions be- 
ing nearly exhaufted, he fent to V//, the Motn-ijh 
K^ng of Ludamar^ for two hundred horfemei), to 
enable him to ma}ce an attack upon the north- 
gate of the city, and afford him an opportunity of 
ftorming the place y but ^//, though he had made 
an agreement, at the'commenceinent of the war, 
to afford him affiftance, now refufed to fulfil his 
engagement. 

Manjongy at lengthy tired of this fhilli-flialli 
fighting, iffued with his m^n from the town, and 
gave battle to the Bambarrans^ who were defeated 
with great lofs. The King nov^ fent to Dalfy to 

treat 
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treat for peace ; and this worthy man, who loved 
the welfare of his people, immediately fent Man-- 
fmg^ accompanied by a fmall detachment of officers^ 
to adjuft the preliminaries. The Bambarram^ wha , 
were as eager as the Kaartans to have peace re- 
ftored, loudly huzza'd zs Manfoftg 2ind his fmall 
troop entered SigOy the town where the King 
waited to receive them. Lubeg (the King of Bam-^ 
barra) faw with a joyful eye the leaJe;* of the 
Kaartans before him ; and inftantly devifed a hellifli 
fcheme to ruin hi^ foe, and terminate the glory of 
the great and warlike Manso'no. 

Peace being now agreed upon, joyful feftivity 
reigned throughout Bambarra^ and the ambafTadofs 
were requefted to fbay three days at Sigo, Manr 
^«^,^ajjJ|ough h^ wilhed to convey the news fo 
eagerly fought for by his ro]^l mafter^ readily ac- 
quiefced ; and Lubeg furnifliod them for three days 
with fumptuous entertainment. On the evening 
of the lail, they were all invited to the palace, and 
the liquors of Bgmbarra were placed on the board ; 
but Manfong requefted permiffion to depart for 
Kaarta, Lubeg endeavoured to diflu^de Jiim from 
his purpofe ; and findujg all intreaty vain, he gave , 
the fignal, and a large armed party rufhed in.-*—- ^ 

" .We are betrayed !'* cxc]aimed Manfong^ drawing 
his fword. The Kaartam fought moft furioufly ; 
but overpowered by numbers, they were obliged 

to 
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to fubmit to their perfidious foes. Afanfong^ witk 
gleaming fabre, like a tyger in the toils, darted 
on the foremoft, and cleft him to the ground. The 
weapons of his adversaries clafted over his head i 
but he heeded not death, and ftruggled hard to 
break the chauis that encircled him. He ftill 
fought, and his blood ftreamed around; till at 
length quite exhatifted, he fell, covered with - 
wounds ; and four of his adverfarie$ lay dead befide 
him. The others bound up his wounds, and, with 
the reft of his party, fent him to the caravan of a 
Slatee, or Slave^-merchant. - 

Four hundred Haves were offered by Vaify for 
their releafe, but the offer was rejedled ; and, ott 
the banks of tht Gdmbiay they were fold to. an , 
Englijh Captain^ and brought to "Jamaica, 

[We have been thu$ particular in detailing the 
affiiirs of Africa^ to flicrr iix what eftimation our 
Jhero was held in his native country, and that he 
bad been imired t6 war.] 

On the arrival of Manfimg and his fellow-flaves 

in Jamaica^ they were difpofed of according to lot *. 

He 

* It fen to the lot of poor Mansono to be disp^ed of to a 
Mr. K. of Pdrt Royal, on whose plantation the slaves were 
treated with more severity than any other in th6 island.— 
The Editor of this History having some business to transact 
with the head Overseer of Mr.K.'s plantation, happened to 
call on him at the .moment when Mansong was receiving a 
dozen lashes with a cart-whip, for staying vxyt minutes at 
dinner after the bell had called the slaves to work l-^Tho«e 
sanguinary punishments may, perhaps, in a great degree, 
Recount for his becoming a Zanga to his persecutors* 
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He was branded on the breaft, and fmiled upon the 
red*hot iron as it feared him ; but. he had vowed re^ 
venge, and called upon the God of His country to 
witnefs his vows of vengeance, on the European 
race. He had repeatedly received the lafh of his 
employers on his bare ihoulders ; and as the blood 
trickled down his back, fo did he refplve that for 
every drop, a white man's blood fhould fprinkle 
the plain 1 

Eighteen long tedious months had now elapfed 
fincc he was dragged from his native country— 
eighteen long months had heard his groans — ^and 
JACK (for fo y{as be named after his arrival in 
yimaica^^^^MriS^'^^^ in future call him) 

^^^^^^^^io lafh^s per^utors with a rod of 

: ^ Jmaliirj m Okeafc /^ira^tioner, dwelt in a 
loathfomc c^ve, ^^r removed from the enquiring 
eye of the fofpiclous whites, in the blue Mountains -, 
he was old Sand ihrivelled ; adiforder had contrad:- 
cd all his nerves, and he could fcarcely crawl.— 
His cave was the dwelling-place or refuge of rob- 
bers ', he encouraged them in their depradations, 
.and' gave them OBI, that they might fearlefs 
rufli where danger ftopd. This obi was fuppofed 
to make theni invulnerable to the attacks of the 
white men, and they placed implicit belief in its 
virtues. 



Before 
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Before we proceed farther with the hiftoty of 
our hero, we fhall prefent our readers with an 
authentic account of this pra£^ice, fo prevalent in 
the Britifh Weft Indies, and its fatal effefls, cor- 
roborated by the authorities of 5k4r. Bryan Edwards^ 
author of the Hi/lory of the Wejl Indies^ Doflor 
MofeUy^ &CC. &c. 

The term Obeah^ Ohiah^ or Obia^ {for it Is va- 
rioufly written) we conceive to be the adje£live, 
and Obey or Obi^ the noun fubftantive ; and that 
by the terms Obeah-men or wi>men, are meant 
thofe who pra£lifc Obi. From the learned Mr. 
BryanC% commentary upon the word Ofh^ in his 
Mythology^ Voi,"L we obtain a very probable ety- 
mology of the term ;-^-" A fcrpent, in the Egyp^ 
t'lan language, was called Oi, or Aub. Obion is 
ftill the Egyptian name for a ferpent. The wo- 
man at Endor is called Oub^ or Oby tranflated Py- 
thoniffai and Oubaois was the name of the bafilifk,' 
or royal ferpent ; an emblem of the fun, and ait' 
ancient oracular Deity of Africa.'^ 

This derivation, which applies to one particular 
feft, the remnant, probably, of a very celebrated 
religious order in remote ages, is now become in 
famaica the general term to denote thofe Africans 
Nyho, in that ifland, pra£tife witchcraft or forccry s 
comprehending alfo the clafs of what are called 
Myfal men, or thofe who, by means of a narcotic* 
c potion^ 
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potion, made with the juice of ail herb, (faid to be 
the branched calalue, or fpecies of folanum) which 
Qccadons atrance, or profound ileep, of a certain 
duration, endeavour to convince the deluded fpec«> J 

tators of their power to re-animate dead bodiea. 

As far as ive are able to decide, from our own I 

experience and information, while we lived on the 
jfland, and from the current teftimony of all the i 

negroes we have ever fconverfed with on the fub- 
jefl:, the prefeflbrs of Obi are, and always were, ' 

natives of Africa^ and none other j and they have 
brought the fcience with them frpm thence to J^?- 
tnaica j where it Is fo univerfally pralflifed, thaf 
there are few of the large eftates, poffeffing native "^ 

JfricanSy which have not one or more of thenu 
Thofe.whofe hoary heads, and a fomewhal pecu* I 

liarly harib and forbidding afpe^, together with t " 
fome (kill in plaiits^of the medicinal and poifonous ' 

fpecies, have qualified them for impofitions on the 
weak and credulous, ufually attraft the greateft 
devotion and confidence. The negroes in general,, 
yrbether Africans or Creoles, revere, oonfiilt, and 
fear them. To thefe oracles they refort, with the 
moft implicit &ith, upon all oecafions, whether 
for the cure of diforders, the obtaining revenge ^ 
for injuries or infults, the conciliating of favour^ ^ 

the difcovery and punifhment of the thief or adul- 
terer^ or the predidioa of future events. 

The 
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* The trade which thofe impoftors carry ort i§ 
'extremely kicratire^ they manufeflurc and fell 
their Obies, adapted to different; cafes and at dif^ 
fcrent prices j a veil of myftery is ftudioufly throwrt 
ever their incantations^ to which the midnight 
hours are allotted; and^ every precaution is talcea^ 
to conceal them fit>m the^knowFedge of the whites. 
The deluded negroes become the willing accom- 
plices In this concealment ; and the ftouteft among^ 
them tremble at the very fi^ht of the ragged 
bundle, the bottle, or the egg-fheUs, whidi* are 
ftuck in the thatch or hung over the door of a hut^ 
or upon the bran5h of a plantain-tree,. t4 deter 
marauders. In cafes of poifon, the natural tffcSts^ 
of it are, by the ignorant negroes,.afcribed entirely 
to the potent workings of Obi. The wifer ne- 
groes hefitate to reveal their fulpicions, from st 
thread of incurrmg the terrible vengeance which i» 
Eliminated by the Obeah men againft any one who* 
ihould betray them ;. it is, therefore, very difficult 
fcr the' white proprfctOT to diftinguifli the obeab 
profeflbr ffom any other negro on his plantation ;. 
'^nd fo infatuated are the blacks in general, that but 
few initances occur of their having sffiiimed courage, 
(enough to impeach thofe mifcreants* 

With minds fo firmly prcpoffeficd, tJiey no fooner 

find Obi fct for them near the door of thel^ htit, ot 

in the path leading to tty tfa»n they givSQ-tliemfelves. 

Q 2 up* 
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up for loft I When a negro is robbed of a hog 
or a fowl, he atpplies diredlly to an Obeah man or 
jvoman ; it is then made known among his fellow 
blacks that obi is fet for the thief; and as foon as 
|he latter hears the dreadful news, his terrified 
imagination begins to work : no refource is left 
but in the fuperior fkill of fome more eminent 
pbeah man in the neighbourhood, who may coun- 
teraft the magical operations of the other ; but if 
no one can be found of higher rank and ability, pr 
if,* after gaining fuch an ally, he ihould ftill fancy 
himfelf affected, he prefently falls into a decline^ 
jander the inceilant horror of impending calamities. 
The flighteft painful feniation in the head, the 
bowels, or any other part, or any cafual hurt, con- 
£rm^ his appreheniipns, and he believes himfelf the 
devoted vi£lim of an invifible and irrcfiftible agency. 
Sleep, appetite, and chearfulnefs forfake him ; his 
ftrength decays ; his difturbed imagination is con- 
tinually haunted; bis features wear the fettled 
gloom of dcfpondency ; dirt, or any other un* 
1^ holefome fubftance, becomes his only food j he 
contra£is a morbid ^bit. of body, and gradually 
finks into the grave ! 

A negro, when tak^n ill, enquires of th^ Obeah 

man the caufe of his ficknefs ; whether it will 

prove mortal or not, and within what time he fhall 

die or rccow ? The Oracle generally afcribcs the 

, , diftcmper 
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4ifteraper to the malice of fome partkuhr peribnv 
whom he names, and adviies to fet obi for that 
pcrfon ; but if no hopes are given of recover y^ 
' defpair immeJiately takes place, which no medi- 
cine can remove, and death is the certain confc- 

quence ! Thofe anomalous fymptoms which 

originate from cauies ddeply rooted in the mind, 
fuch as the terrors of Obi, or from poifons whofe 
operations arc flow and intricate, will baffle the 
mod (kilful phyfician. 

Confidering the multitude of occafion^ which 
f»fovoke the negroes to exercifc the power of Obi 
againft each other^ and the aftonifhing mfluence of 
this fuperftition upon their minds, we cannot but 
attribute a very confiderable portion of the annual 
mortality' among the negroes of Jamaica to this 
•fefcinating mifcbief. 

Th« Obi is ufualFy compofed OFf a farrago of 
materials, (moft of which are enumerated in the 
'Jamaica Law, paffed in 1760) viz. Gras^e-dirty 
Bair, teeth of flfirks, aligators, and other animals,, 
parrots' beaks. Wood, broken bottles,, feathers, 
egg-fliells, images in wax, ,the hearts of hirds^ 
livers of mice, and fomev potent roots, wced^,. and ' 
buflies, of which Europeans are at this time ig* 
horant. 

It may appear fingufar, that this deftrii6live 

ptaftice, fo* prevalient'in y^/w^V^, {hould not have 

c 3 leceived 
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rcceivred an earlier check from the Legiflature.—^ 
The fa£l 'is, the great (kill of fome negroes in the 
art of poifoning, has been noticed for a confider* 
able time. ?iloane and Barham^ who praftifed phyfic 
in Jamaica in the laft ce;itury, have mentioH^S 
particular itiftances of it. The fecret and infidious 
manner in which the crimii is generally perpetrated^ 
^iak«s the legal proof extremely difficult ; fufpi- 
cions, therefore, have been frequent^ but dete£li<^» 
rare. Thefe murderers have fometiraes been 
brought to juftice ; but it is reafonable to believe 
that a far greater number have efcaped with im- 
punity. 

In regard to the other and more common tricks 
of Obi, fuch as hapgmg up feathers, bottles, egg«^ 
fliells, &c. &c. in order to intimidate negroes of 
a thievifli difpofition from plundering huts, hog«- 
ily^, or provifion-grounds, thefe were laughed at 
by the white inhabitants, as harmlefs ftratagems 
contriv^^ by the more fagacious blacks, andferves 
for much 'the fame purpofe as the fcare-crows which, 
are in general ufed among our Englifli farmers 
and gardeners. But, in the year 1760, when a ^ 

very formidable infurreftion of the Korcmantyn^ ot 
Gold-coaft negroes, broke out in the parifh of S/, i^ 

Afary, and fpread through almoft every other dif- ,, 

triA of the iflaiid, an old Korcmqntyn negro, *he 
chief inftigator and Oracle of the infurgents in that 

" parifla, 



parKh, who had ackntniftered ttie fcti(h, or (blemnr 
oath, to the coniplrators, and furniflied them with 
a magical preparation, which Dv^s to render them 
/• invuhierable, was fortunately appre]iended, con- 
victed, and hung 'up, with all bis fisathers. and 
trumperies about him. His execution ftruck the 
iufurgents \fith a general panic, from which they 
never after recovered. 

The examination taken at that time,.'firft open- 
ed the eyes of the public to the very dangerous 
tendency of the Obeah praSices, and gave birth 
to the law which, was then enailed f®r their fup- 
preffion and punifhment: however, neither the 
terror of this law,: the ftrift inveftigation which 
has ever fince been made after the profeflbrs of 
Obi, nor the examples of thofe who, from tiipe td 
time, have been hanged or tranlported fcr this 
crime,, have had the defired effeft. It muft be in- 
ferred, therefore, that either this fe£l, like many 
others, has flouriflied under perfecution, or that 
frefh fupplies are annually introduced from the 
African feminaries. The baneful efFe£is of their 

1^ influence is hot confined to Jamaica only ; fimilar 

examples may be found in other Weft-India 
colonies. Per$ Labet^ in his Hijiory of A^arttnicoy 

r lias noticed feme whichare very extrjiordinary. 

I The following Narrative, ' whicli wc have had 

r from a Planter, of Jamaica^ a gentlemair of the 

ftriaeft 
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ftri<aefl: veracity, antf who is now in Londm^ wiU 
lerve as a farther illuftration of the foregoing de- 
icription of the Obeah pra(2ice> aiKl its fatal e£- 
fefts: 

Upon returning to y^wtf/V^,. (from whid\ he had 
been fofiie time abfent) in the year 1775, he found 
that a great number of his negroes had died during 
. his abfence^ and that of fuch as remained alive, afe. 
leaft one half were debilitated,^ and. in a very de^ 
plorable condition* The mortality continued after 
his arrival y two or three were frequently buried 
in one day ^ and others were taken ill, and began 
.to decline under the fame fymptoms^ Every 
means were tried, by medicines and the mofl 
careful nurfing, topreferve the lives of the feeble j 
but in fpite of all his endeavours, the depopulation 
went on for a twelyemonth longer,, tvith more or 
lefs intermiilion, and without his being able- to af- 
certain^the real caufe ;.. though the Obeah pradlice;. 
V^as ftrongly fufpeAed, as well by himfelf as by the 
Dodor and other white perfons upon the pbnta.- 
tion, as It was knowfi to b^. very commoa in that 
part of theifland, and particularly among the ncr j 

gioes of the Popo country. Still he was unable to 
verify his fufpicions, becaufe the p^ients conftantly . ' 

denied their having any thing to do with perfons ^ 

©f that order, or any knowledge of them* At 
length, a negrefs, who had beeli ill for fome time^ 

earner 
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came one day,^ and informed him, that feeling it 
was impoffible for her to live much longer, fhe 
thought herfelf bound in duty, before {he died, to 
impart a very great fecrfit^ and acquaint him with 
the. true caufe of her diforder, in hopes that the 
difclofure might prove the means of flopping that 
mifchief which had already fwept away fuch a 
number of her fellow-flaves. 

She proceeded to fay, that her ftep-mother, a 
woman of the Popo country, about eighty yearS 
old, but ftlll. hale and £live, had put Obi upon 
her, as fhe had alfo done upon, thofe who had 
lately died ; and that the old woman had praSifed 
Obi for as many years paft as ftie could^remember. 

The other negroes of the plantation no fooner 
beard of this impeachment^ than they ran in ^ body 
to their mafter, and confirmed the truth ^ it ; 
adding, that flie had carried on thb bufmefscvet 
fince her arrival from Afrkay^ and was the terror of 
tbe whole neighbourhood. -^ 

Upon this, he repaired dircftly^ whh fix whtte 
fervants, to the oW. woman's houfe, *ahd forcing 
open the door, obferved the whole infide of the 
/oof, which was ef thatch, and every crevice of 
the walls,, fVuck with the implements of her trade ; 
confifting of rags, feathers, bones of cats, and a 
thoufand other articles. Examining farther, a larg« 
earthen pot, or ja^r, clofely covered, was found 

conceajed;, 
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ccmcealed under hor bed j it contained a prodigiouf 
quantity gf balls of earth, or clay, of various dU 
menfions, whitened on the outfide, -and variouifly 
compounded, fome with hair or rags, and feathers- 
of all forts, and ftrongly bound with twine; others 
blended with the upper fe^ion of the fcuUs of cats^ 
teeth, and claws, or with human and dogs teeth,» 
and fome glafs beads of different colours. There 
were alfo a great many egg-lhells filled with a 
^ kind of gummy fubftance, the qualities of whichh 
he negle<Sled to examine^ and many little bags,, 
ftuffed with a variety of articles,, the particulars of 
which, at this diftance of -time^ cannot be recoU 
lefted. 

. The, hut was immediately pulled dowA^ and^. 
with the whole of its contents, committed to the. 
ilaniClly amidfi: the general acclamations of all his. 
other mgfoes. From motives of humanity, he. 
Tieclinied bringihg the oW wonaan to trial, xindcr 
the law of the iiland» which would have puni&ed. 
ber with death i bi|t delivered her into the hands, 
of a party of Sfpaniards, who, as flie was not yet, 
thQU|ht inotpable. of doing ibme trifling kind of 
-jvork, Mfere very glad to s^ccept and ojrjc her with* 
tbem.t9,Q^^. 

From the moment of her departure, 4iis negroes- 
ieemed to be animated with new fpirits,' and th^ 
mal^y fpread no* fertker aiDtf>ng them. The total 
oif his lofles', in the courfe of about fifteen years 

preceding. 
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flrecedtng the difcoycry, and ioiputabte fcdcly ti 
the Obeah pra/^ice, he eftimates at leaft at one 
hundred negroes, • 

Having received fom^ farther infbrtnation upon 
this fubjed from miother Januuca gentleman^ who 
£it upon the trials of two criminals convicted of 
this pra£tice> we fliall give the fame in his own 
words: 

*' In the year 1760, the influence of the pro* 
fcffoxs of the Obeah art was iuch,' as to induce a 
great number of the negro ilaves ui Jaspaica to en^ 
gage in the rebellion which happened in thatyeati 
and whidi gave rife t") the law then made againii: 
the pra6lice of Obi. AfTurance was given to thefe 
deluded people that they were to* become inyulne^ 
i:able ; and in order to render them fo, the Obeah 
men furnifhed them with a powder, with whic^ 
they were, to rub themfel ve&.' 
. <^ In the firft engagement with die rebels, nine 
of them were killed, and many^ taken prifoners* 
.Among the latter was. one very intelligent fellow, 
whoT^ffered to difclofe -many important matters, 
on condition that his life Ihould be fpared. .This 
being promifed, he related the>a6Kve part which 
the negroes, kiu>wn among thenl by the name of 
Obeah men, had taken in promoting the infurrec- 
tion; one of whom was thereupon apprehended, 
tried for a rebellious confpiracy, convifted, and 

Sentenced 



-fentenced to die. At the place of execution, fo 
much did he rely on his own power, he bid de- 
fiance to the executioner j telling him that it was 
not in the power of the white people to kill him. 
He w^s hung up, and the negro fpefbitors were 
greatly difmayed whcn-they faw him expire. 

Upon other Obeah men, who were apprehended 
at that time, various experiments were made with 
€le<9brical machines and magic lanterns, but with 
very little effeft, except on one, who, after re- 
ceiving fome very fevere fhocks, acknowledged 
that his matter's obi exceeded hrs own." 

The gentleman from whom we had this account 
remembers having fat twice on the trials of Obeah 
men, who were both convided of felling prepara- 
tions, which had occafioned the death of the parties 
to. whom they were adminiftered ; notwithftandfng 
which, the lenity of their judges prevailed fo far^ 
that they werie only puniibed with tranfportation. 
To prove the fa£t of their guilt, two witneffes 
were deemed ncceffary, with corroborating circum- - 
fiances. * - 

Having given a circumftantial account of this 
imaginary charm, and its mifchievous tendency, 
we fhall now return to our hero. 

We have already obferved that Amalkiry an 
Obeah pra&itioner, dwelt in the blue Mountains.''-^ 
Jack approached his cave with a reverential awe ;. 

he 
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he foiigfit his tr\cnd{h\p j and jimalkir engaged td' 
fct all the flaves of every plantation in the ifland 
in wild commotion I— Jack was charmed with 
the plan, and waited with impatience its execu^ 
tibn : — he now no longer groaned beneith the 
heavy burden of the day ; the fweat that chafed 
bis brow^ or the ftripes of his cruel tafk-mafter, 
created no pain ; — for he had a balm at heart, 
Nvhich checked the corroding anguifli of his daily 
fufferings. 

Two fummers had now elapfed* fince our here 
arrived at Jamaica ; and his fcllow-flaves^ excited 
to rebellion «by the Obeah-man, became firmly at- 
tached to his defign. They had, by ftealth, pro- 
vided thtsmfelves with arms and ammunition^ 
which they concealed in the Hue mountmns^ No* 
thing now was wanting j and they only waited 
the moment to fet the plantations •on fire,— to 
jplunge the revengeful dagger in the hearts of tbo . 
Europeans, and lay a fgrtile cbumtry in wafte and 
ruin! — ^Jack, in imagination, now beheld witli 
pleafure the dreadful fcene, and fmiled on iflt; 
horrors. ^ 

The tenth of February, 1780, at midnight, 
wa« the time rcfolved on by this defperate band, 
headed by a more defperate and determined leader^ 
to gleam around the flaming fword of vengeance. 
The flight before that fixed on for the execution 

D 
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^ their intended indflatre, the chiefs of the in- 
furreflion met at the cave of Amalkiri and it was 
agreed among them, that the fignal for revolt; 
ihould be the fifing of a gun. 

Thus refolving, they feparated ; and now the ' 

cventfu! moment dawned! ^The cxpefbtion 

^of the negroes, awaiting its approach, was at the 
pitcli. At length the awful clock warned them 
of the time at hand. Jack liftened to the folemn 
toll, as from the vapoured fcpulchre it ftruck upon- 
his ear, and gave the bloody fignal, with infinite 
delight ! His heart fwelled with pleafurc, and 
his foul preiaged glorious vi£bory ! 

At this moment a gun was fired, and a horrid 
yell enfued. The flaves were in arms j they af- 
iemhled at the foot of the blue mountains ; and* 
Jack led them on to fcenes of carnage ! -The 
alarm-bell was rung ; but ere the Europeans couM 
be aroufed from their torpidity, Crawford Town 
yras in a blaze *» The curled fmoke afcended in 
volumes to the fky, and minjgled With the devour- 
ing iiames* Screams of the defencelefs and groans 
of the dying, drowning the echoing noife of the 
jDaUghtering guns, afiailed their ears ; but this, fo 
far from foftening Jack's heart, afforded him. 

pleiafure,' and ur6;ed him to the /laughter ! \ 

At { 

* Now called Old Crawford Town, deserted and in ruins* 
iiie inhabitants having built another^ a little 4i»taAce from 
it« called New Crawford Town* 
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At this junAure, a troop of Maroon foldiers to* 
lived ; the rebellious negroes flood their fire, anJ 
ran with fury upon the guns of their afTaiiants, 
who turned their backs, and f}ed from the field. 

It was now five o'clock, and the fun had rifen ; 
the flreaks of darknefs were all difpelled, and« 
Morning beheld the havock which fham^lefs Nighjt 
bad aided. Jack, now aware that the colony 
would proceed againA them, called off his troop, 
and prepared for a battle. 

The Governor fent five hundred choice Ma- 
roons in purfuit of thofe rebels. They met, and 
fought. The negroes^ as before, rufbed upoiv 
|heir guns ; but the Maropns firing as they re** 
treated, kept them at bay, and made great (laugh- 
ter. Jack, in vain, encouraged his men -y he 
could not roufe them to renew the combat; and 
they fied in every direftioo. 

Next day, the Governor publifted a proclama* 
tiorjij offering a free pardon to fuch of the infur-* 
gents as would return to their duty. I'his had 
the defired efFed ; for they all returned^ except 
Jack, who viras flill determined to harrafs the 
Europeans^ 

He again repaired ta the cave oiAmalkir, who 

hung an Obi-horn about his neck> rare for its 

fuppofed virtues.— -Dr. Mfdey, ia his Treatijk 

M Sugary fays, ^^ I faw the Q|i of this famouf 

B 2 negro 
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negro robber, Three-finger^d Jack^ ^is terror of 
Jamaica. The Maroon who flew him broi^t it 
to me. It confifted of a goat's horn, filled wijtb 
a compound of grave-dirt, aihes, the blood of a 
black cat, and human fat, all mixed into a kind 
of pafte. A cat's foot^ a dried toad, a pig's tail, 
a flip of virginal parchment, of kid-ikin^ with 
chara^ers marked in blood on it, were alfo in ht» 
Qbean bag," 

Thus equipped, and armed with two guns and 
sicutlafs, Jack made the mountains his abedc> 
and the plains beneath, his fcene of depredations; 
He fortified every accefs to his cave, where none 
dared to follow himj terrified the inhabitants) 
and fet the civil and military power of the iiland 
at defiance, for" i^early two yerfrs ! - < ^ 

It ^would be tecKottS to enumerate all the ex« > 
ploits of this. femous robber ; we (hall, therefore^ 
only relate a few of the moft prominent. 

One day, as Ja^ck was reconnoitring on the 
top of Libanusy - he beheld a negro beneath, armed^ 
and carrying provisions. He ruihed down the 
mountain, and attacked him^ This ne^ro (whofe 
Xiame was Quash£e) had been an intimate of 
our heroes in his days of flavcry j but Jaqk would 
now acknowledge no friendihtp, and^ commanded 
him to deliver. The other, who was alfo bold 
|nd rcfolute, rtffefed; Jack drew. bis cutlafsj 
^ w. ' . • upon" 
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wpon which, Quash ee pulled a piftol from his- 
girdle, and Ihgt off two of his antagonift's fin- 
gers ♦. This enra'ged Jack^ who now ufed his 
fiword with favage fury. QuafHee received feve- 
ral wounds ; and no longer capable of maintain* 
ing the conteft, he fled j while Jack took chargje^ 
of the booty, and retired to his cave.. 

Another time,. Jack having had no food for 
ibme days, he became defperate. There ftood a- 
plantation not far from Lebanus^ the proprietor of 
which had given his flaves a^holiday^. it being \i\% 
daughter's birth-day, and they were making 
merry. Jack beheld with gloating eye, from his^ 
retreat, the feftivityof the affembled ; and truft-' 
ing to the terror of his name, he feized a-mu(ket, 
and defcended. When he came* hearjhe hid him- 
felf behind the entwined branches xtf a fig-tree, 
and taking a good aim, hefhot the overfeer,. who 
prefided at thefeaft, and who inftantly fell. The: 
negroes were ftruck with a general . panic ; and: 
Jack made his appearance.. Not one. was bold. 
enough" to feize him: he held up his three-fin- 
gered hand, and they alii fell upon theur fac^s ta 
, the ground j then feizing as much booty as he 
could difpofe of,, he fled to his cave- 

♦'This circumstance gave Kim. the nick-Baine of Thiv«** 
KrfoEft'p Jack. 

D 3. Thr 
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The flavcs recovering frpm their frfght, ran to. 
the Planter, an4 informed him of the appearance 
of thre£'finger'd Jack ! Their matter was as 
much furprifed as themfelves, t^fough differently 
inftigated j their furprife was ft^ingled with ex- 
ceffive fear; his was excited by the daring impu- ' 
dence of this bold marauder, who .could affumc 
courage enough to venture before fcven hundred 
negroes! 

In a Ihort time, Jack^s fame increafed to fuch 
a degree, that the whole iiland trembled at his. 
name ; and if any evil happened, it was attributed 
to Jack and his Obi. In the Weft Indies females 
marry very young^and fometimes very unhappily; 
but the caufe of their unhappinefs was always at- 
tributed to Jack !—— Although the fins on his 
Ihoulders were fuificicntly weighty, yet Jie wasi 
now charged wtry unjuftly ; for he was never 
known to moleft a woman or child.. Plunder was 
his chief aim, smd revenge on the Et^ropean men* 

He was faid to be the head of a gang of negf o 
Tobbeirs j but this alfo was felfe ; he had ^neither 
accomplice nor aiTociate. There were a few run* 
away negroes near Mount Lebanus^ the place of 
his retreat, whofe foreheads he had croiTed with 
fome of the magic in his horn, and they could not 
betray him. But he fcorned affiftance ; he robbed 
-aloiie; fought all his own battles; and^alws^ys 

killed 
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killed his purfuers. By his magic, he was not 
only the dread of the negroes, but there were 
many white people who believed he was pofTefled 
Qf fome fupernatural power. 

He had continued his ravages for nearly a year, 
when Captain Orford^ a young Englifliman, of 
good birth, and the moft amiable difpofition) had 
come over to Jamaicay with a party of foldiers, 
who were to be garrifoncd^ thete, Rofa^ the 
daughter of a Mr. Chapmany an eminent Planter 
in Marooris Town^ had caft a favourable eye upon 
Orfordy who alfo beheld her with the fame affec- 
tion. Mr. ChapmaHy who had much at heart the 
happinefs of his daughter^ and finding that Orford 
really loved her, confented to their fpeedy nup- 
tials. The lovers were tranfported with the j^- 
ful prefage of future happinefs y but their joy w^ 
foon damped by an unexpefted event* \. 

Captain Orfordy unacquaiiited with fear, pr th< 
true charafter of our heroj would frequently tra- 
verfe the blue mountains, accompanied by his 
favourite negro boy Tuckey^ to enjoy the. breeze 
which lightly fanned the mountain tops. One 
day, thoughtlefs of danger, he proceeded till he 
came near the mouth of Jack's cave. Jack was 
feated upon a crag ; he no fooner beheld an enemy 
near, than he leaped down. Tuckey gave a loud 
fcream; and Orford^ drawing his fword, made 
, ' towards 
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iDwardis Jack ; who fmiled upon him with con- 
i:enipty and lifting up his gun by the muzzle, he 
knocked him doi^n with the butt-end, 

Tuckey^ wild with terror, fled ; and Jack feizing 
the fcnfelcfs body of Orford^ flung it down the 
mountain's fide- Tuckey was proceeding hgmeV 
ward, wheh a groan ftruck his ear ; be liftened— 
another groan fucceeded; and the compaffionate- 
boy endeavoured to learji. from whence they came*. 
Winding down the intricacies of the craggy- 
mountain, the body of Captain Ofj/^i arretted, his 

ftep ! His raaftcr was not dead, but very 

much bruifed,, and his fcull fra£lured. Tuckey- , 
raifcd him from the ground,, al^with much diffi- 
culty bore him to^ the plantation of Mr, Chapman^ 
R$Ja was in an agony of grief when flie beheld 
the haplefs fituation of her Orford. She admini-- 
ftered to his wounds^ and conftantly attending him^ 
in his illnefs, he foon recovered i for wounds arc. 
cured to a miracle^ ini the* Weft Indies,^ in any^ 
part of the body, except the legs, where, they are: 
fcldom if ever cured. 

Captain Orford being, now perfeftly recovered,., 
Mr. Chapman^ folicitous to have the marriage fo- 
lemnized, fixed the day fo eagerl)j looked to by the 
young lovers J. but ft frefb calamity fruftrated their 
Ibnd hopes. 

Mr, 
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Ajf r. Chapman^ to pafs away the tinre, propofed 
a variety of entertainments j and the next day was 
appointed for a (hooting-party. 'The morning 
was fine ; and the company, confifting of Mr^ 
Chapman, Captain 0;^ri and his boy luctey^'mth 
feveral planters and their fervants, proceeded along 
the banks of the Morant river. Coming near the 
bay, the game was pretty fair j and Captain Orfrrd 
being too eager in purfuing it, he and his boy 
were unfortunately feparated from the reft of the 
party. They fprung a covey of wild fowl ; tha 
Captain Bred, and brought down his mark ; but 
the bird fell upon^iBt rock, o'ertopping the fea, and 
Tuckey ran up the cItiFto lave the game. Jack, 
who was prowling about for prey, met and recoU 
leded him, and, without farther parley, threw 
bim into the ocean. Fortunately, a boat was 
failing by at the moment, aad perpeiving the 
tranfa£lion, took the poor lad on bo^rd. 

Jack now obferving Captain- Orfiri^ he le** 
veiled bis gun," and fhot him in the back. The 
Captain endeavoured to return the fire^ but Jack 
iprung upon him, and wounded him ieverely.with' 
his cutlafs. Orprd fell, bathed in blood \ upon 
which. Jack took him on his back, and conveyed 
him to his cave. 

• Mr. Chapman miffing Qrford^ returned with his 
party to fcek for him. They came to the bayi 

and 
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and faw his gun and hat lying on the ground*-** 
Immediately fufpefling the difafter, they fpread 
an alarm, and caufed inftant purfuit^ but Jack. 
eluded their ieardi. 

Mr. Chapman returned home, abforbcd. in grief* 
.On his arrival, he was met by Tuckey ; this, for 
a moment afiuaged bis grief, hoping that Orfori 
was alfo returned; but whcnr the boy related the 
difafter, his agony increafed. He feared to tell 
his daughter the melancholy circumftance ; and 
dreaded the difcovery^ 

Rjofa perceiving the company returning, came, 
with a fmiling countenance, to meet them ; but 
feeing the melancholy air of her father^ ihe was 
alarmed* She enquired the caufe of his dejedlion, 
and received no anfwer ; (be then eagerly a(ked 
for her beloved Orford^ whom fbe now miflied> 
but ftill receiving no aafwer, and the forrow 
which appeared on every countenance, fuffici^ntly 
convinced her of the caufe, and^fbe immediately 
feinted away« 

She was home to her chamber ; where flie 
continued ^vehtl days wkhotit taking any nou«. 

xiihment ; and her life was defpalred of. A 

very fudden and favourable change, however, 
took place, for which neither h^c phyfician noB 
attendants could affign a caufe^ and (be yifibly re« 
covered! .. .- 

Mr^ 
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Mr. Chapman was blefled by this joyful change | 
.he few with tranfport the colour again glow on 
the cheek of his beloved daughter $ and he wa$ 
refolved that the day of her recovery fhould be 
41 joyful holiday to the whole plantation. Indeed, 
he was in general fo kind to h|s flaves, that they 
all appeared happy, and^ loved him ; the Confe- 
quence of which was, that but very few of them 
joined in the rebellion, and his plantation was 
efeeemed the moft thriving in the ifland. We 
•can affert, from experience, that if every planter 
in the Weft Indies were to follow hi^ humane 
example, it would not only tend to the increafe 
of their own private wisalth, but to the good of 
tliis country at large ; and it is indifputably as 
eafy for a mafter to gainithe love of his flaves as 
their hatred* 

Mr, Chapman one morning vlfited the aparttpient 
of his daughter, expe£l:ing to find her much re« 
covered ; but what was his furprife,. to perceive 
ler chamber- window open, and a (beet flung out, 
one end of which was tied to the bed-poft ! Her 
clothes were on the floor. For a moment he was 
transfixed in amaze j but perceiving a note lying 
on the table, he eagerly broke the feal, and read 
its hear t-rei;ding contents. It was as follows : ^ 

^^ Dbail 
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« Djear Father, 

« Praf pardon me. No hnger abJt iojupport an 

"^xijience without the partner of my hearty mj Orford, 

I am determined to fearch the mountains^ and find o«t 

•this 'jdickr^this terror of our ijtand. If he has a 

fingle fpark of humanifj^ he will rejiore me him on 

whom my foul doats. Do not be uneafy on my aecount* 

If I find him noty I Jhall return^ and die. in your 

' arms. I can with fafety feek the cave of this robber^ 

as lunderjiand he will not mole/t a female. Mieuy 

my dear father. 

" Rosa Ch apwpan.^ 

This imprudent ftep of Rofa^$ had fuch an ef- 
fe6l upon her fathei^ that a fevere and long ill* 
nefs enfued. 

Jack having now become the terror of the 
whole ifland| and rendered himfelf (o obnoxbus 
by his daily de,*: • adations,, that Governor DalUng 
found it neceflary to apply to his.Majefty, to iffue 
his royal proclamation, offering a reward for ap- 
prehending this daring robber. Accordingly, the 
following proclamation was iffued, dated the 12th 
of December^ 1780, and 13th of JanuaryyTiSl i 

BY THE KING. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
WHEREAS we have been informedy hy our 
Moufs ofAffentbly of this our Ifland ojr Jamaica, that 

a very 



^ofy dsfperaU gang of negro Slaves^ headed hy «. 
fugro man Sla^e^ called and known by the name of 
Three- finger 'd Jack, hath for many months pafi 
cminuttedfeveral robberies^ and carried off <7 number 
of negroes and other jlaves on the windward Roads 
zntQ the ivoodsj and hath alfo committed feveral mur^ 
ders ; Imd that repeated parties have been fitted outy 
andfent againft the faid Threc-finger'd Jack and 
his gangy who have returned without being able to 
apprehend the faid Negro j or to prevent his making 
head a^ain : And whereas our Houfe of Affemhly 
hath requejied us to give diredfions for ifp^ing a pro^ 
tJamatioHy offering a reward for apprehending the faid 
negroy called Three-finger'd Jack, and alfo a fvr" 
ther reward for apprehending each and every negro 
man Slave belonging to^the faid gangy and delivering, 
him or them to any Gaoler in this i/land : And ivhereas 
we have fince received another meffage from our faid 
UoUfe of AffenAlyy^ requefiing: us to offer an additional 
reward of T^vro Hundred Pounds y^ the apprehend^ 
ingy or bringing in the heady^ of that daring rebel^ 
called Three-fingcrM Jack, who hath hitherto eluded 
every attempt againft him, TVcy having taken the 
fame into our confiderationy have thought fit to ijfiie 
this our royal Proclamationy hereby friSily charging 
and commandingy and we do hereby fir iSfly charge and 
commandy all and every our loving fubjeiis within our 
faid iflandy to purfue and apprehendy or caufe to be 
E purfuiJt 
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purfued and apprehended^ the body 9f the faidnegn^ 
called Three-iinger'd Jack, and alfo of each and 
every negro manjlave belonging to thejaidgang^ and 
deliver him or them to any of the Gaolers of this ijland^' 
And^we do^ at the injlance of our [aid Houfe of JJfenu 
blyy offer a reward of One Hundred Pounds, and^ 
at the like injlance^ a further reward of Il'wo Hun- 
dred Pounds, to be paid to the perfon or perfons who 
Jhall apprehend and take the body of the jaid negro^ 
called Three-finger'd Jack ; and we do^ at the in-- 
fiance of our Houfe of AJfemhly^ offer a further reward 
cf Five Pounds over and above what is allowed by 
law J for apprehending each and every negro belonging 
to the f aid gangy and delivering him or them to any of 
'the Gaolerj of this ijlandy to be dealt ^th according 
40 law, 

fFitnefs^ h:' Excellency John'Dalling, Efguirey 
Captain General and Governor iji Chief of our 
faid IJland ^Jamaica, and other the Territo^ 
ries thereon depending in America, Chancellor 
and Vice Admiral of the fame^ at Saint Jago 
de la Vega, the thirteenth day ^January, In 
the twenty-firjl year of our reign^ Anno Dom. 

* JohK Dating. 

"By his Excellency's command^ 
&. Lbwing, Secretary. 

QGU SAV£ THS KIlfG. 

The 
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The Houfe of Affembly alfo came to the fol- 
lowing Refobtion, which was iflued foon after 
the firft proclamation : 

Houfe ofAJfemhhf^ 2gth Deumberj 17851. 

Refplved, 

THAT over and above the reward of One Hun- 
dred Pounds, offered hy his Majejifs proclamattony 
for taking or killing the rebellious negroy called Threc-^ 
finger'd Jack, the further reward of FREEDOM 
Jhall be given to any Slave that Jhall take or, kill the 
/aid Three-finger'd Jack ; and that the Houfe will 
make good the value of fuchfiave to the Proprietor 
thereof: And if any one of his accomplices will kill the 
faid Three-finger*d Jack, and bring in his head 
and hand wanting the fingers^ Juch accomplice Jhall be 
entitled to his free pardon and his freedom^ as abovey 
upon due proof being made of their bemg the head and 
und band ^f the /aid Tbrc^-'Riiget^d Jack. 

By the Houjiy 
Samuel Howel, Qerk of jiffemhfy. 

In confequence of thofe offers, two refolute and 
ih-ohg negroes, named Quashee* and Sam^ 
both of Scofs Hall^ Maroon Town^ with a party 

of 

* Qimshee was the slave whoy some time befbRj iir n 
iiatde, kad shot off Jack's two fiflgers^ 



'rf their townfmen, refolved to go In fearch of 
Jack, ^ajhee^ before he fet out, got himfclf 
chriftened, and changed his name to James Reader. 
Accordingly, the expedition commenced.— And 
now, while this party are on their purfiut, wc 
ihall return to the adventurous Rosa. 

The night was extremely dark when flic took 
the refolution of defcending from her chamber, 
to go in fearch of her beloved Orfordy but the 
pafiion which prieyed upon her heart fuperfeded 
every other confideration. She dreffed herfelf as 
<a failof boy, to fecure her from violence ; and 
thus difguifed, and unintimidated, ihe defied the 
inclemency of the weather, apd proceeded to the 
mountains. 

She had heard it &id that Jack's cave was near 
Mount Lebanusj fomewhere among the chain of 
blue Mountains ; thither, therefore, flic bent her 
fteps. Faint and weary, flic was often obliged to 
refl: herfelf beneath the fpr^ding fig-tree \ her 
tender limbs, unufed to fuch fatigue, funk beneath 
li^ J her lips were parched with fever ; but ftill 
the hope of recovering ber lover fupported her i*e- 
fblution, and made her pcrfevere with a courage 
iarely to be met with in her fex. 

By violent exertion flie dimbed the craggy 

• fteep that overlooked Old Crawford Town, where 

ftill were yifible ibc ravages q£ tk^ ^rc. The 

CYCiiing 
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•vening faft approached, and the dread thunder 
reverberated at a Ihort diftance j the lightning' 
flafhed around ; and the rain fell in torrents down 
the mountain's flde*< Rofa perceived a narrow 
difmal path, leading to a^niore difmal cave ;- and' 
(he entered the- gloomy abode, whese none but 
the robber, ot wretched in mind,- could dwell.— - 
The arched vault,, formed by the rough hand o£ 
nsiture,. and the noxious vapours that aflkiled her^ 
imprelTed her mindwith the moft difmal -ideas. -^ 
She dreaded to proceed ; yet the (till more gloomy 
Jiorror^ that played around the cavern's mouthy 
impelled Jier to feefe- a refuge. She accordingly 
lient her fteps to the ^interior of the- cave ^, the: 
chilly, dew, hanging on the projecting crag, dropt 
upon, her like ice j. while feat fro»e herllcfart.— ^ 
She now came to the mouth of another de(cenr|» 
which led ftiil deeper into the glooiity abode; and,, 
to her infinite Airprife, beheld a taper burning be« 
neath !--*-— -She uttered a faint Tcream, and fell, 
down the rocky defcent into the cave^ where thr^ 
glimmering taper helped,>in fome. degree,, to' lefleiii 
its glQom*. 

Refa lay tor fome* time fenfelcg \ het forehtsadJ 
Tvas much bruifeJ,,and her lovely treffes hung; 
dilheveUed on her face; At length ihe recovered 
to the mifery of her iltuation; Ihe beheld,: witht 
't0^ttIed eye^.the frightful cave,, which was hung; 
S 3> ' sbdundl 
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around with the fkeletons of turtles, aligators, and 
other reptiles ; a fight fu£5cient to damp a heart> 
more coi^rageous than Rofa^s. 

Three-fingered Jack^ into whofe cave fhe had 
thus been precipitated, was out, prowling fot 
prey. At this critical junftiire be returned, and 
defcended into the cave, by means of a ladder, 
while Roja was viewing, with terror, the three- 
finger'd hand depifled on the wall. Jack na 
iboner beheld an European in his cave, than he 
feized one of his mufkets, and was about to daflx 
out her brains ; when Rofa fell upon her knees,, 
and exclaimed, " Mercy ! Mercy ! I am a wo- 

jijian !" Jack dropped bis weapon, and was 

perplexed ; for although he was refolved to ihewr 
mercy to women, yet he had alfo determined to 
put to death that being who ibould gain a know-« 
Jedge of his cave. Howcver,^ after fome delibe- 
ration, he made up his mind that Rofa (hould not^ 
die*; but felf-prefervation demanded he (bo^ld 
confine her in the bowels of that rock her rafhnefs 
lud penetrated. 

Jack. 

♦ We have already noticed^ that Jack would never 
jncleft a female : -as a farther proof oj which, we (hall 
givt the following authentic anecdote :— — The wife of 
at foldier, going to a diilant part of the ifland to fee her 
liufband, happened to meet Threc-finger'd Jack, whom 
Ihe did not know ; but haying heard fo much. of his 
drpradations, aQ4 tlie mid beiiig unfrequeAted, was 
*: fearful 
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Jack was wearied with the fatfgues of the 
day ; and after eating of the plantain, and drink- 
ing a quantity of liquor, fome of which he alfo 
placed before Roja^ he funk into^'a found fieep. — » 
Rofa now conceived the ide^iof making her efcapcj 
, ihe reconnoitred the cave ; and could find no 
means of extricating berfelf, but by the way flie 
entered. She was therefore haftening up the lad- 
der by which Jack defcended, when a dreadful 
groan aflailed her ear : fhe flopped ;. another groan 
fucceeded! Aftonifhed^ fhe turned back; and 
haflening to the place from whence it proceeded, 
fhe opened the door c^ an inner cell, and beheld 

her Orfiriy pale and Woody !- She gave a loud 

fcream, and feinted. This aroufed Jack, who, 
on difcovering Ithe caufe, threatened her with 
death \, but his paffion abating, he thrufl the help- 
lefs Orfbrd farther into the cell, and locked the 
door; then taking the ladder, he afcended, and 
hung the key upon a projedling part of the rock^ 
nearly twenty feet frooi the ground, 

Rofa being now recovered, Jack feated her on 
a log, which ferved him as 4 chair,, and tying her 

hands 

fearful of oroceeding ; fhe therefore begged of the fup- 
fuppofed ftranger, feeing him armed, to efcort her part 
of the way, to preveiit her being robbed by JiScK 5 (he 
offered to pay him for his trouble ^ and taking fome 
money out 01 her pocket for that purpofe, Jack held up 
bis thrce-finger'd hand, faying, " Sec here ; me no 
hurt you, good woman J put up you money j go on: 
you^eed be no fraid V\ ' 
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lanA together with a long cord, one end of whlcli^ 
he faftened to a part of the rock, and holding the 
other in his handy he retired to- his mat i placed^ 
the ladder ^beneath him^: and. again iunk into a^ 
Ibund fleep. 

JR^a was now loft to all hope; £be dd*paired q£*. 
effe(SiAg her efcape^or the relea^ of her differing, 
lover. However, after a iborc time pafTed ia« 
anxious thought, hope illumined her'heart.— — «-^ 
Near where ibe fat was placed a table^ on wbich^ 
ftood a lighted taper ;. and her only means of libe- 
tating herfelfy was to confume the cord that bound* 
her hands. Elated with the idea,, file drew the 
table nearer with her feet, and* holding her handfr 
over the light, burnt the cord. Now difcngaged,. 
fhe tied the rope to the leg of the table ; and fall- 
ing upon her knees, implored Heaven to aid her 
efcgpe, and that of her lover. 

She now turned to the cell wherein Orfbrdvrz^^ 
eonfined ; but her heart funk, within her, wheii^ 
ihe beheld it fadened by a large padtock, the key 
of which fhe dcfpaired of obtaining. After a long, 
fearch, flie caft her eye on it, and ufmg fev^eral 
ineffedlual efforts to get it down, fhe at length, 
happened to dee a long ftick, with which ifae un-» 

hiuig the key, and it fell W4tb a jgreat noiie. 

Jack was aroufed j but jerking the cord he held 
ti his bandy found^ as he fMppofed, his^^ prifoner 



-•^ • 
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fafe; and fo renewed his flumbcr. Roja now cau- 
tioufly approached the cell of her lover, and un- 
locked the door. Poor Orford fell fenfelefs- into 
her arms. His wounds were not great ; but he 
was faint for want of nburifliment. She toot 
Jack's Wtle of liquor, which flood on the table, 
and poured fome of it down OrforcPs throat, which 
greatly revived him. He no fooner recognifed his 
preferver, than he was about to make his grateful 
acknowledgments 5 but Rofa checked him. 

Frefti obftaclcs again impeded the cfcape of the 
lovers. Jack had fecured the ladder, and he lay 
beneath the mouth of his cave ; but this obi^cle 
was foon obviated. They placed the table aftride 
him, as cautioufly as poffible, on which they alio 
|}ut the log. Rofa now afcended, and Orfird fbl^ 
«lowed« As he ftept from the log, down titmbled 
the apparatus ! Jack ftarted »p in fury, and 
fixed the ladder; but^ (?r;f^rf drew it up, and left- 
him raging like a madman, vowing their imme-^ 
diate deftruAion. He immediately climbed op UiQ 
rock, and had nearly reached the top, when Or-* 
fird^ with the butt^nd of a gun, not loaded^ 
which he had taken with hire, knocked hhn back- 
wards. Stunned with the blow, be lay fenfelefs \ 
while they cffefted their cfcape, and baftened to 
relieve the anxiety of Rofs^^ father } whom, on 
.thetr arrival) tkef found confined to hisbed.-T> 

Cheere<it 
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Chcercdj however, by the pleafurc of again !>«• 
htJiding his daughter, and her beloved Orfordj 
with the hope of their future h^ppinefs, he wa» 
foon reftored to health. 

We fliall now leave the lovers preparing for 
their nuptials, and return to the party who (et 
out in purfuit of Jack. 

Reeder and Sam, with their townfmen, had 
been creeping about in the woods upwards of three 
weeks, blockading, as it were, the deepeft rcceflcs 
of the moft Inaccefiible parts of the ifland, where 
Jack frequented i but their fearch was in vaia. 
Wc have reafon to think that Jack, by fome 

- means or othsxi was apprized of the fearch. 

Reeder and Sam^ therefore, tired of this mode of 
war, refolved to proceed by thcmfelves in fearch 
of his retreat, aod to take hjm by ftorming it, or 

,peri{h/ in the attempt. . The littk boy Tuckey^ 
however^ being a lad of great fpirit, and a good 
ihot, folicited, and obtained permiffion, to accom-^ 

.panythem. 

Theft ._ three accordingly left the reft of the 
party ; from whom they had not long feparateif, 
before they difcovered, by impreflSons among the 
weeds and bufhes, that fome perfon muft have 
lately pafled that way. They therefore filently 
and cautiou/Iy followed thefe impref&ons, and foon. 

^rceived a fipoke. They now prepared for waa i 

and 
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^nd came upon Jack before he obferved them.— 
He was roafting plantains by a. fire on the ground, 
at fome little diftance from his cave. Turning his 
head round, he difcovered his enemies ; and fnatch* 
ing his guns, inftantly jumped up. His looks were 
fierce and terrible i and he threatened them with 
inAant death, if they did not furrender. Reeder 

^ undauntedly replied, that his Obi had no power 

over him now i for that he had been chriftened, 

and his name was no longer ^ajhee. Jack knew, 

Reeder; and as if paralyfed, he let his guns fall 

' to the ground, and drew his cutlafs* Reeder and 

- Sam were at firft frightened at the fight of him ; 
they h^d no retreat ; and were to contend with 
the bravejl and ftrongeft man in the ifland. But 
Jack was alfo intimidated \ for he had prophefied 
that white Obi would get the better of him ; and 
he knew, from experience, that the charm would 
lofe nothing in the hands of Reeder. 

Without farther parley, therefore, Jack, fear- 
fixl of the event, with his cutlafs in his hand, threw 
Limfelf down a precipice at the back of the c^ve. 
JLeeder attempted to (hoot him, but his gun 
mified fire ; Sam, however, fired, and (hot him 
^'n the ihoulder, as he fell. Reeder, encouraged 
by the flight of Jack, drew his cutlafs, and im- 
mediately plunged headlong down after him. The 
^0^at was nearly (hirty yards, and almoft per* 

pendicul^r. 



^jcndicttlar. Both of them preferved th«r weapons 
in the fall. 

Having recovered their feet, they began a moft 
dreadful combat, with all the £ivag^ fiercenefs of 
two enraged tigers. The little boyj Tuckey^ who 
Had been ordered to keep out of harmV way^ now 
reached the top of the precipice-, and during the 
fighif fhot Jack in the belly. 

Sam took a round-about way to get to the field 
of .^lon. When he arrived at the fpot, Jack 
and Reboek had clofed, and tumbled down an« 
other precipice ; in which fall they both loft their 
weapons. Sam immediately defcendcd after them, 
and alfolofl: his cutlafs among the buflies in getting 
down. H« came jufr time enough to (avc Reeder ; 
for though thejj were without weapons, they were , 
not idle. Jack had caught his antagbnift by the 

throat with a lion's ^grafp. [^See tbe plate,'\ \ 

-The combatants now prefented a moft horrid 
fped^cle. Reeber had his right hand almoflr cut 
off; and Jack, whofe wounds were alfo deep and 
defperate, ftreamed with blood from his ihoulder 
and belly. In (hort, both combatants were lite* 
rally covered with gore. 

In this ftate of die battle, the little boy, Tuckey^ 
who was armed with a piftol and cutlafs, juft came 
up ; he (happed his piftol at Jack, but it miiled 
fire. Sam, however, w^ umpire, and dedded 

the 
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the fete of the day. He ftruck Jack on the head 
with a piece oF a rock. Stunned with the blow, 
he let go his hold, and fell fenfelefs. * 

They then ruflied upon him, and with Tuckey*% 
cutlafs cut off liis head and thr^e-fingcr'd hand, 
(both of which are at this time preferved in fpirits, 
for the inipe6lion of the curious)* and carr fed them 
in tnxxm'^^ to Movant Bay , ' ' 

They there put their trophies into a pail of 
mm ; and, followed by a vaft concourfe of negroes, 
now no longer afraid of Jack's Obi, blowing 
their {hells and horns, and firing guns in their 
rude manner, they proceeded to Kin^on and 
Spanijh Town^ aitd claimed the rewards promifed 
by the King's proclamation and Houfe of Aflem- 

Mr. Chapman being perfeftly recovered from 
his indifpofition, the marriage between Captain 
Orford and the amiable Roffi was folemnized with 
the greateft feftivity j the Captain fold hiscommiC- 
fion, and purchafed a large plantation, near New 
Craxvford Toiun^ where they enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted feries of happinefs for many ye^rs. Mr. 
Chapman^ about five years after their marriage, 
died, and left the bulk of his fortune to Captain 
Orfordj who, a fhort tinie fince, was fuppofed to 
be one of the richeft men in the ifland. 

F R^EDER 
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|Lebder and Sam, having obtained ' their 
freedom, and the promifed rewards, annually cc-- 
lebrate the joyful event, and the fall of the oncp 
terror of the whole ifland of jAMAiCA- 
rffiZE^ - JP/MJJEi? 'D JACK: 

a man, perhaps, of as genuine CQurage as ever 
exifted ; and who, in all probability, had he not 
heexi configned to flavery by the bafe treachery of 
the King of Bambarra, would have been an orn»« 
ment to his country. 
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ACCURATE DESCRIPTION 

OF 

Ohi^ or^ Three-finger' d J acky 

A8 PERFORMED AT THE 

THEATRE- ROYAL, HAYMARKET/ 



CHARACTERS. 



MEN/ 



Three^fittger'd Jach 
Captain Orford. 
Tuckey^ (Captain's Boy) 
Planter. 
Overfeer. 



^afiee. 

Sam, 

PlanUr's Servants. 

Negro Robbers. 

yonkanoo*. 



WOMEN. 

Ro/a^ (Planter's daughter) | Sam's TVife. 
Sluajhee's Wife. \ Qbeah Woman. 



* Jonian^ ift a grotesque personage, with a ludicrous falu 
heud^ and head-dress, presiding as Master oiihe CarelHoniea 
•t negro balls in Jgnaica. 
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SCENE— jTO/r IJlandofJPMKiQK. 
ACT I. 

•Scene I: a Fiew ofixtenswe Plantations.^^ 

The Planter* 5 House on me side \ griat Gates on the 

ether.-: Preparations are making to celebrate the 

birth-day of Rosa, the Planter's daughter.— C;^ 
tain Orfor4 arrives froth England^ aiid is intro- 
duced to Rosa by her father- After a morning 

visit, he departs Xo take a walk, attended by his 
boy Tuckey, and speedily returns, being stunned 
by a blow trom Three-finger'd Jack.— «•*— Rosa ap- 
pears agitated: — ;r-Panic of the Slaves at the name 
of Jack \ — and superior courage displayed by the 
two negroes Quashce and Sant. 

Scene 2. — An Apartment an the Planter* s House. 
^—Captain Orford enters, much recovered from 
the blow he receivei— He professes love to Rosa ; 
and the Planter resolves to unite them in marriage. 
A proclamation is posted up, offering a re- 
ward for the apprehension of Three-finger'd Jack. 
— ^The Planter, Orford^ &c. prepare for a shoot- 
ing-party. ' 

Scene "l.-r^Inside of the Obegh-^ivomaifs Cave,-^ 
. Negro robbers descend ijito the gave, and pay ho- 
mage to ' the Obeah-wptnan, who presents themr 
with Obi. Thre6-fingei:'d Jack suddenly enters y 
and is enraged at the proclamation issued agaiiist 
him. His obi-horct is filiied Bjf the Obeah-woman ; 
and he uses some ^^eremonies to prevent the ne- 
groes from betraying him.-**Dance, and carousal, 
of the Negroes* — An alarm. — Jack suddenly dis** 

appears in consequence of it. The Negroes 

are astonished, and descend still deeper into the 
cave. 
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Scene 4. ■ A Promontory^ with a Vie^v of the 
Sea^ and a Boat at Anchor. The Planter, Cap- 
tain Orford, and Tuckey,, with a (hooting-party^ 
appear.— Jack ascends from the cave,, and lies 
in ambush. He seizes Tuckey, and casts him 
into the sea \ then wounds Captain Orford, and 
carries him to his cave. The Planter a|)pea'rs dis- 
tressed, and the Negrofes terrified. 

Scene $.^^Moniago Bay. ^Tuck6y makesi 

known Captain Orford's and his own adventure 
with Three-fiiiger'd Jack. The Planter and his 
. daughter Rosa are dejected, and grieved at the 
circumstance. Another proclamation is posted 
up, by the Officers of Government, for killing: 
Three-finger'd Jack. The two negroes, Quafhee 
and fiam, uhdertake to go in fearch of him \ and' 
are joined by Tuckey. Quashee requests to be 
christened, that he may overmatch Jack. 

Scene 6»— — Outside of Part of the Overuer^s 
Housej with Grounds adjacent. -- — A march.— 
Quashee and< Sam's return from the church, after 
the christening of the former.— Preparations for 
the expedition against Jack, Rejoicings of tha 
Slaves.. Anegcoball. 

SONGS> &c. IN ACT L 

DUET.— QuASHEt'j IFife aid.SAU*s Wife. 
THE white man conte, and bring hit gold^ 

The slatee meet him in the bay ;— 
Anrd^ Oh ! poor negro then be sold,— .^ 

From home poor ne^ro sail away. 
©, it be very sad to see 

Paor negro cKild and father part I. 
Bat if white man kind massa be, 

Ht heai the wound in negro'& heart.. 
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CHORUS of Nffc^oxV. 

Good massa we find ; 

Sing tingering, sing tcrrf,— 
When t^uckra • be kind. 

Then negro heart merry. 

Silig fingering^ &*c. 

OyEBSIER. 

Black ladies and gentlemen^ please to draw n«ar. 

And attend to the words of your grand Overseer. 

l^eave work till to-morrow, my hearts, in the morning ^ 

Be jovial an^ gay, for th4s is the day 

?bat our mauer,.the good Planter's, dadghter was bora ilu 

^Tis your lady's birth-day, 
Th erefore we * 1 1 make bol i day^ 
And you shall all be merry^ 

CHORUS. 

Sing tingering, Ac; 

AIR-<-Ov£itsEtn, and Chorus.: 

Swear by the silver crescent of the night, 
Beneath whose beams the n«gro breathes, hii prayer ^ 

jSwear by your fathers slaughter'd in the fight, * 
By your dear native land, and children, swear; 

Sw^ar to pursue this traitor, and annoy him ; 
Th» Jack, who dai h* works your harms. 
With Obi, anxl his magic charms — 

Swear, swear, you will destroy him* 

CHORUS of NsGROEi. 

KolH, koiJi, koUi f 1 we swear zW-^ 
^ We kill, when he come near us; 
But no swear Toud— for» when webawl^ 
Three-ftnger Jack he hear us. 

DUET.— QuASBif aad Win. 

gua*tf^» QviA^hee he load his gun ; 
Me go kill Jack, dear; 
Hill will no cover sun 
Whrcn Quasbee come back, dear*. ' 

> ITj/ir.*— War no be certain, and gun no be true ; 

' Quashee shou'd Jack kill^ my heartbreak foryout 

Swwt 

.*. Butkrar^ white mtm t i&Z(i— sjjetr. 
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Sweet music tink 3 tang, stay here delighting t 
No go to battle— big Death cope iq fighting. 

Qu(ub€€.-^Me laogh at Obi chamr— 
Quasbee strong hearted ; 

fp^.-o— Ah I me fear many harm, 

Wh^n you and me parted* 

ffrifi,^.,^Vogo, Oh, no go, sweet Quashee> me pi ay I 
Quatbee.-^Ytig Oh, yes go, but long me no stay. 



\ me droop so when | ^" | far away, 
.usic tink a tank | ''^^ ^^'* | delightiu 
«-*• (^r.l«olobame| "^^'^^^^r' Jinfightini, 



?-*-(^;.lgo,ol 



FINALE. 



Quashbe's WiFl. 

We Negro men and women meet, 
And dance and sing, and drink and eat» 
With a yam foo, foo,— ^ ' 

And when we come to negro ball. 
One funny big m^ be master of all ; 
'Tis merry Jonkanoo. 

CHORUS. 
Now we dance, and sing, and eat» 
YdjD, foo, fooj with a yam foo, foo* 



QuasBEi's Wife. 

Massa he poor Negro treat. 
Give grand ball and Jonkanoo» 

CHORUS. 
Massa be poor Nej^ro^ &c; 



SAM^a 
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Sam's Wife. 

Jack he did good Captain wound ; 

Shoot him shoulder, hurt him baclL 
If by Qnashee Jack be found. 

Then good bye Three-finger Jack. 

CHaRUS. 
- Kow we dance> &c. ^ 

Qitasbee's Wife. 

Jack have charm in Obi-bag ; / 
Tom cat foot, pig tail, duck beak, t 

Quasheetear the charm to rag, 

Make Three-finger Jack to squeak*. ^ 

CHORUS. 
Now we dance, Scc^ 



ACT 
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ACT IL 

SCENE I. — An accurate Repfesentatton of tbi 

inside of a Slave's Hut. Quashee and Sam take 

leave of their wives and children. Rosa comes 
to them, in boy's clothes, and obtains their con- 
sent to accompany them on their expedition. 

Scene 2. — J Sea Beach. Negro robbers are 

seen prowling about for plunder. Three-finger'd 
Jack makes liis appearance ; they shew signs of 
submission to him ; and he departs. The robbers 
are roiased from their concealment by the party 
in quest of Jack.. Jack re-enters to the robbers, 
who are in great awe of his Obi-horn. 

Scene 3. > , 'jf Promwdory ^ with the mouth of 
Jack's Cave. — A violent storm of rain, thunder, 

and lightning. Quashee, Sam, Tuckey, and 

Rosa enter. Rosa appears fatigued. She enters 
into the cave for shelter, while the rest of the 
party proceed. She is shortly after followed by 
Jack. 

Scene 4. — A subterranean Passage^'-^'^^osai is 
surprised by Jack, His intention of shooting her 
changed to making her his servant. 

Scene 5..- The Inside ofjack^s Cav^ 

Rosa ofEciates as a servant to Jack. She sings 
him to sle^. She then discovers Captayi #rford 
confined in the cave, and wounded \ whose escape, 
with her own, she effedls, by stratagem. 

Scene 6. '^An Apartment in the Planter'^ 

House. — — QuaAee's wife is soothing the Planter 
with hopes of Ms daughter's return. 

SCEN£ 



Scene 7> " Mount Lebanus^^'-^-^A desperate 
light between Jack aiid the party in purfuit of 
fcim. Jack's pverthrow, and death. 

Scene 8. — -Subterranean Passage. ^Negro 

rdbbers bring an account of Jack's death to the 
Obeah-woman. Capture of them by Captain 
Orford, Quashee, Sam, and Tuckey. 

Scene jlast. — Public rejoicings, occasioned 
by the death of Thrce-finger*d Jack. 



SONGS, ^€. IN ACT IL 



SONG, 

QvA8iiiK*ft Wiri. 

MY cruel love to danger go, . 

No think of pain he give to me ; 
Too soon me fear like grief to know 

A9 broke the heart of Ulalee, 
Poor negro woman, Utalee I 

Poor soul ! to see her hang her head. 
All day, beneath the cypress tree ;— 

^nd still she sing, " My \ave be dead— 
The husband of poor Ulalee. 
Poor negro woman, Ulalee ! 

My love be kiird ; how sweet he smiPd ! 

'^ift smile again me never see ; 
Vnless me see it in the child 

That he have left poor Ulalee. 
Poor nrgro woman« Ulidee I 



My 
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My baby to my breatt I fold. 

But little warmtJi, poor boy ! have he ^ 
His father's death make all so cold 

About th^ heart of Ulalee." 
Foot neffco wosaang Ulaleei 



SONG.— Rosa. 

'A Jady^ In fair Seville city. 

Who once fell in love* very deep^ 

On her Spanish guittarplay'd a ditty, 
ThU luird her old guardian to sleep. 
With a hoo, tira, lira, &c. 

Her guardian, not given to dozing* 
Was thought the most watchful of men ; 

But each vertfe had so sleepy a closing* 
That he nodded-»but soon 'woke again. 
With a hoo, lira* &c. 

She touch'd the guittar somewhat slower. 
Again he look'd drowsy and wise ; 

And then she play'd softer, and lower* 
Till, gentlv, she seard up bis eyes. 
With a hoo* tira* &c. 



Ant— iJuASHIS'S WiFl. 

You never hear of Mandingo • Kin^ ? 

He lost dear daughter* in the fight ; 

But she steal home to liis fent* at ntgbt«». 
Then merry black roan was Mandingo King. 

Mandingo King, Oh, his heart was glad ; 
He call his loving subjects round— 
And say* ** Look h^e* b« dear daughter found ; 

•* Go dance to the.banjaf. just like mad.** 

Hie King for signat throw big dart ; 

Oh* then black men shout loud* and clear ; 

And high they jump for his daughter dear* 
But none jump so high as her father's heart. 

FINALE. 

? JdandrngMs are inhabitants of certain districti Hi A/rieg^ 
' t Banja^9, rude musical instrument* ' 
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FINALE. 

Wander now, to and fro, . 

Cross the wide savannahs go ; 
Now no fright negroes know— 

Tangarangf tan tang* tato# 

Beat big drttm— wave fine flag ; 

Bring good news to Kingston iowi\, O ! 
Ko fear Jack's Obi-bag-^ 

Quasbee knock bim down, O ! 

Oh* through the dale^and over hill. 

The negro now may go — 
For charm be broke, and Jack be kill— 

*Twas Qttk&faee gave the blow« 

OVERSEER. 

Hera we s^ villany 

Brou^lit, by law, to short duration; 
And may 'all Traitors fall 
N^y British proxlamatidn ! 

CHORUS. 

Then let us sing. 

Cod i>av e the King, Sec. 



FINIS. 




t 
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